family circle and the medical attendants. It was impossible to rid one's self of the idea that the hectic fever and other allied symptoms might possibly betoken tubercular mischief. The balancing of arguments pro and co?z, with the heavy sense of responsibility in the case, gave an interest to it which it would not be easy for the members of the Society fully to realize. One point of secondary clinical interest had reference to the statements in regard to family history, and if these had been taken without minute scrutiny, their effects, in pointing to an affirmative conclusion in respect to tubercular danger, would have been much stronger than they were.
She had a brother who died of heart disease, and one of the facts stated in regard to him was that he had had repeated attacks of haemoptysis. But on this point he (I)r Gairdner) was able, from personal knowledge of the brother's case, to say that that symptom was referable to-mitral obstruction. In regard to the theoretical aspects of the case, he was much interested in the question of the origin of the albuminous expectoration. It was an uncommon occurrence in his experience, though not unfrequently mentioned by French physicians, and in their cases it might be ascribed with some show of reason to the great pressure exerted in the operation of paracentesis. In the present case the operation was indeed performed, but the mechanical results were nil. There was nothing drawn from the chest. and the mechanical conditions of the chest and the fluid were left undisturbed. He was, therefore, driven to the conclusion that the albuminous expectoration was probably caused by some tendency to perforation?some leakage towards the lung. He Br Foulis said that in regard to the point raised by Dr Coats as to the identity or non-identity of the parasites from the sheep and the human subject, the presence of calcareous bodies in both seemed to indicate that they were, if not essentially the same, very like each other. The fact of transverse striae being found in the neck of the specimen from the sheep was merely indicative of the fact that the caustic potash used had slightly wrinkled the neck. That specimen also was not contained in the parent cyst, but in a daughter cyst?the parent cyst having been removed. Dr Knox said that there were two kinds of "staggers" in the horse. One of these, usually called "stomach staggers," was not a serious disease, and was amenable to treatment. The other kind, however, was, in his experience, always connected with some interference with the circulation in the brain. In cases which he had examined he had found tumours, evidently of a malignant character, in the choroid plexus, and the pituitary body enlarged to two or three times its ordinary size. It was very difficult, however, in view of this origin of the affection, to account for its intermittent character.
Mr Gamgee had also found that the disease, especially in cart horses, was frequently caused by the pressure of the collar on the jugular vein. These cases generally occurred in the summer time, after great exertion.
Dr Scott Orr, in reply, said that believing as he did that Dr Maclaren's case was one of hydatids, from the fact of the cysts gradually shrinking, he would hope for the ultimate recovery of the boy. With regard to the frequency of the disease in Glasgow in the past, there was no doubt ifc had been recognised, but only from post-mortem appearances. It had very rarely been diagnosed during life. He well recollected cases which he had at the time failed to diagnose. The chief diagnostic symptoms were the slow progress of the tumour, along with the almost perfect health of the patient, and a peculiar tense feel of the tumour ; and the question of the mode in which these parasites get access to the internal organ was somewhat difficult, but he believed it was through the circulation. They were found in the blood in the form of hsematozoa, and deposited in the liver. the discussion on which was adjourned. The paper and the two parts of the discussion will appear together in the next number of the Journal.
